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A Box Full of Kisses
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IEM 01_ABox Full of Kisses
There was once a father and his three-year-old daughter, Suzie. They didn't have much money, but they lived together happily. One Christmas, Suzie used a roll of gold paper

to wrap a box to give to her father. She wrapped it as carefully as she could. ..However, Suzie was only three years old and she couldn't cut straight with the scissors. She also
store the paper and had to ;patch it with large pieces of tape. She did her best, but in the end the box didn't look very good.

The next day was Christmas. Suzie gave the golden box to her father.

“This is for you, Daddy,” she said. But when her father opened the box, he found that there was nothing in it.

“+Honey,” he said, “there's nothing in this box. You shouldn't s-waste expensive paper for silly things like this.”

Suzie looked up at him with tears in her eyes and said, “Oh, Daddy, it's not empty. | sblew kisses into the box. They're all for you, Daddy.” The father was ,crushed. He put his
arms around his little girl, and he zbegged her to forgive him.

Suzie's father kept that golden box by his bed for years and ..whenever he felt sad, he would take out one of her kisses and .,remember the love of the child who had put it
there.

! The point of this story
i i There is nothing more precious than a gift from the heart. The finest gifts are not the most expensive ones but the ones given with love and with the hope of making someone happy. Asimple gift made bya child's
! hands is more special than the finest diamond.
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His Father's Eyes
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IEM 02 _His Father's Eyes
A young man named Peter lived alone with his father. Peter's father always took very good care of him. He made him healthy food and took care of him when he was sick.

They talked about everything and were very close.

Peter was grateful for all his father did for him and for his father's .,presence at his football games. At those games, his father was always sitting in the stands cheering him
on. Although Peter didn't .get to play most of the time, his father always continued to cheer. And when Peter got home after a game, his father always ;praised him.

Peter loved football and ..was determined to try his best at every practice. :;All through high school he never missed a practice or a game, but he only got to play for a few
minutes on the rare occasions that his team shad a big lead.

When Peter went to ;college, he tried out for the football team. Even though he couldn't play very well, the coach accepted him because he put his heart and soul into every
practice. He also provided the other members with the spirit and energy they .,badly needed.

Peter always kept trying and never missed a practice during his four years at college, but it was just like in high school; he only got to play a few times.

One day at the end of his ..;senior football season, he ran onto the practice field and the coach handed him a message. Peter read it and became totally silent. He said quietly
to the coach, “My father died in an accident this morning. Is it all right if | miss practice today?” The coach put his arm gently around his shoulders and said, “Take the rest of the
week off. And don't even plan to come back for the game on Saturday.”

Saturday arrived, and the game was not going well. In the third ..;quarter, when the team was ten points behind, Peter quietly ..;slipped into the locker room and put on his
uniform. The coach and the other players were very surprised to see him back so soon. “Coach, please let me play. ..sI've just got to play today,” said Peter. He asked the coach
again and again. Finally, feeling sorry for him, the coach .sgave in. “All right,” he said. “You cango in.”

Surprisingly, Peter was doing everything right. He ran, he passed, and he blocked. His team began to win. ..sIn the closing seconds of the game, he caught a pass and ran all
the way across the goal line to get the .;winning points. The fans ..;went wild. His team carried him around on their shoulders.

After the stands had emptied and the team had left the locker room, the coach came to him and said, “Peter, you were great! How did you do it?” He looked at the coach, and
said, “Well, you know my dad died. What you didn't know is that he was ..;blind.” Peter ;swallowed hard and .;forced a smile, “Dad came to all my games, but | believe today
was the first time he could see me play!”

EﬂnmmdwnMy
i When a single parent and a single child live alone together, they develop a special :zzrelationship. Peter and his father had a particularly close relationship -zsbecause of the special :zschallenges they .sfaced with the
! father being blind. Aiso, Peter clearly loved his father very much. He :2sproved his love by trying so hard to please his father.
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*1presence: (..4%) L3I & ~{FE

*2getto..: .. TXBLIAD

*3praise : .. &£EDH D~ HET D

*4 be determined to ... : .. ABLCHLLL T2
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*17 winning point : 5 &5

*18gowild : HUET 5 - SEET A (wentizgodi#E )
*19blind : HoFEd% ~ EHD
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*22 relationship : B4
*23because of ... : ..DfHIT ~ L AFKT
24 challenge : [HIRE ~ #Ef] ~ BAok
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*26 prove : ... &Y %
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IEM 03_Jimmy's Letter
There was once a young boy named Jimmy. He had a serious ..disease and had to spend months in the hospital. The doctors did everything they could but the disease kept

getting worse and Jimmy got weaker and weaker. Jimmy was in a lot of pain most of the time. His mother, Sally, sat by his hospital bed day after day, watching him suffer.

One day, the doctors said Jimmy needed to have an ;operation. Sally waited outside the operating room. As soon as she saw the doctor come out, she jumped up. She said,
“How is my little boy? Is he going to be OK? When can | see him?” The doctor said, “I'm sorry, .we did all we could, but Jimmy .passed away ...” Sally said, “My little Jimmy is
dead? Why do little children get terrible diseases? .:Doesn't God care anymore? God, where were you when my son needed you?”

Sally asked a nurse to stay with her while she said goodbye to her son. She sran her fingers through his ;thick, red hair. In tears, Sally said, “It was Jimmy's idea to give his
body to the university for study. He said it might help somebody else. | said no at first, but Jimmy said, ‘Mom | won't be using it after | die. Maybe it will help some other little boy
to spend one more day with his mother.” My Jimmy shad a heart of gold, always thinking of others and always wanting to help if he could.”

Sally walked out of the hospital after spending most of the past six months there. She sat the bag with Jimmy's things in it on the seat beside her in her car. The drive home
was hard and it was even harder to go into her empty house. Sally and Jimmy had lived alone together since Jimmy's father had left four years earlier.

She took the bag to Jimmy's room and placed the model cars and things back in his room exactly where he had always kept them. She lay down across his bed and ..,cried
herself to sleep holding his pillow.

Sally dreamed that she found a letter beside her on the bed. It said,

Dear Mom,

Don't be sad when you think about me. | knowyou're going to miss me, but don't think that I will ever forget you or stop loving you. I'll think of you every day and some
day ve will see each other again.

If you want to ..;adopt a little boy, he can have my room and my old .;stuff to play with. If you decide to get a girl instead, she probably wouldn't like the same things as
boys do, so you will have to buy her dolls and stuff girls like.

I'm with God now When | talked to him, he said you thought he didn't care anymore. He asked me to tell you that he cares more than you know. He said he took me
because he .;couldn't stand to see me suffer anymore. | want you to knowthat | don't hurt anymore. My pain is all gone. I'm glad about that. Now! can run around and play
and it doesn't hurt.

Signed with love,

! The point of this story
i There is nothing more painful than a parent losing a child. Sallys dream shows her deep desire to believe that her son is in a better place and is no longer suffering. The letter is also moving because it sounds like it
! was really written by a little boy.
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*1 disease : ik

*2 operation : F-fif
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*5don'tcare anymore : Ff&ET% (EHIE "H KU L&)
*6runone's fingers through ... : ..(Zd5& B¢ ~ () 245 Tend
7 thick : gL ~ B

*8hawe aheartofgold : B> W DH 3 ~ L LLERED
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*10 cryoneselfto sleep : Jir & TE 2

*ladopt: ..&#®FICT 2

*12stuff: 47

*13 can'tstandto (do) : ... 2 D %1 2 & 1 %\ » (=can'tstand -ing )
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IEM 04 MyMon

My mom only had one eye. | don't remember a time when she had two eyes. When | was little, her missing eye ..frightened me. When people saw us together, I tried to hide. |

did love her and care about her, but | ;was ashamed of her because of it.

One day we were at the ;mall and ..ran into some of my classmates. They pointed at her and laughed. The next day at school, one of them said, “Your mom only has one eye!”
Then they all laughed again. | wanted to :disappear. When | got home, | told my mom what had happened at school. I said, “I'm so ashamed. | don't want to go out with you
anymore.” | felt bad about saying that but | hated the other kids at school laughing at me. | signored my mom's feelings.

Iwanted to leave home, and .;have nothing to do with her. So | studied very hard and got a chance to :study abroad.

Time passed and | got married. | bought a house ;of my own. I had kids of my own. | was happy with my life, my kids and my ..,comforts.

Suddenly one day, my mom came to visit me. She hadn't seen me ...in years and she hadn't met her ..grandchildren. When she stood by the door, my children looked at her
and were shocked. My daughter started to cry. Then my wife, who had never met my mother, went to the door. She said, “Who are you? ..;WWhat do you want?” To this, my mother
quietly answered, “Oh, I'm so sorry. | must have the wrong address.” | just stood watching from the window. | think she saw me but when | stayed where | was, my mother turned
around and left. | felt sorry for her, but when my wife asked if | had seen the woman at the door, I said no.

A few years passed. One day, | got a letter about a meeting of my old classmates. | had always told my wife that | never wanted to return to my ...hometown because | didn't
have any good memories of it. But ...somehow | wanted to go to the meeting, so |.lied to my wife, saying that | was going on a business trip.

After the meeting, | went to our old house just to see it. My neighbors said that my mother had died. They .;handed me a letter that she had wanted me to have. After Iread it, |

felt terrible. Although I am a grown man, | cried and cried.

My dearest son,

I think of you all the time. I'm sorry that | came to your house and frightened your children a fewyears ago.

| sawone of your old classmates recently, Toby Adams, and he said he sawyour name on the list of people who would be attending your ..school meeting. | was so
glad when | heard you were coming for the school meeting. But I'm not too well and | may not be able to get out of bed to see you.

I'm sorry that | always made you feel ashamed when you were growing up. You see, when you vere very little, you had an accident and lost an eye. As a mother, |
couldn't stand watching you having to growup with one eye. So | gave you one of mine. | was so pleased that my son wouldn't have to growup with people laughing at him.
I vas also pleased that he would be able to see the world ...for me with that eye.

With all my love to you,
Your mother

! The point of this story
i Most parents will do almost anything for their children. This mother gave up one of her own eyes so that her son would have two, and she never even told him she had done that. The storyalso shows how the man's
! foolish ways continued until he finally grew up and became an adult who regrets his past.
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The Doll and the White Rose
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IEM 05_The Doll and the White Rose

On the last day before Christmas, | hurried to the department store to buy the gifts | hadn't .managed to buy earlier. When | saw all the people there, | thought “This is going to
stake forever. There's always too much to do at Christmas time. It's difficult to find a place to park the car. All the stores are crowded and | have to .;wait in line forever to pay for
my things. .l wish | could just go to sleep and wake up when Christmas is over.”

While looking at toys for my kids, | noticed a small boy pressing a doll against his chest. He kept touching the doll's hair and looking sad. | didn't have time to worry about him
though, so | carried on with my shopping.

When | went back to the toy section, the little boy was still holding the doll. Finally, | walked over to him and asked why he wanted the doll so much. He said, “My little sister
Kelly loved this doll and wanted it for Christmas. She was so sure that Santa Claus would take it to her.” I replied that maybe Santa Claus would bring it to her after all, and not to
worry. But he said sadly, “No, Santa Claus can't take it to her where she is now.”

His eyes were so sad as he said, “Kelly is gone. Daddy says that Mommy is also going soon, so | thought that she could take the doll with her.” My heart nearly stopped. The
boy looked up at me and said, “lI told Daddy to tell Mommy not to go yet. | want her to wait until | get back from the store.” Then he showed me a very nice picture of himself
laughing and said, “l also want Mommy to take this picture with her so she won't forget me. But, the store clerk says | don't have enough money to buy this.” Then he looked at
the doll again.

1 quickly reached for my wallet and took out a few bills. | said, “Let's check again. Maybe you do have enough money.” | added some of my money to his without him seeing
and we counted it. There was enough for the doll, and even some extra. He said, “I have enough!” Then he looked at me and added, “l also wanted to have enough money to buy
a white rose for my Mommy, and now I can! You know, my Mommy loves white roses.”

Two days after I met the little boy, | read in the newspaper that a drunk driver had hit a car carrying a young woman and a little girl. The little girl had died right away, and the
mother had passed away a few days later. | thought they must surely have been the little boy's mother and sister. And, the newspaper said the mother's funeral would be held the
next day. | scouldn't stop myself from buying sa bunch of white roses and going to the funeral home where the :body of the young woman was lying.

Arriving at the funeral home, the young woman was holding a beautiful white rose in her hand with the picture of the little boy and the doll placed on her chest. The little boy
was sitting in the front row, crying and crying. lt broke my heart to see him feeling so sad.

| left the place crying, feeling that my life had been changed forever.

The point of this story
1 Many people feel a lot of stress during holiday periods because there is always too much to do and too little time. But like this woman leamed, itis important to remember the spirit of the holidays and that familyis the
most important thing in life.
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Twenty Dollars
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IEM 06_Twenty Dollars
A .well-known speaker started off a speech by holding up a $20 bill. In front of 200 people, he asked, “Who would like this $20 bill?”

Hands started going up. He said, “lam going to give this $20 to one of you — but first, let me do this.”

He then crushed the $20 :note in his hand and asked, “Who still wants it?”

Still the hands were up in the air.

“Well,” he replied, “swhat if | do this?”

He dropped it on the floor and started to crush it with his shoe. He picked it up, now crushed and dirty. “Now, who still wants it?”

Still the hands stayed in the air.

“My friends, you have all learned a very valuable lesson. ..No matter what | did to the money, you still wanted it because it did not .;decrease in value. It was still worth $20.

“Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crushed, and .sground into the ..dirt by the decisions we make and the situations that ..come our way. We .feel as though we have no
value. But no matter what has happened or what will happen, you will never lose your value. Dirty or clean, you are still important to those who love you.

“Your worth comes not from what you do or who you know, but from who you are.

“You are special. Don't ever forget that.”

! The point of this story
i This man is .;xwhat is known as a “.;motivational speaker.” Theyare very popular in the United States. Theyare asked to speak at businesses to help employees understand company policies and learn how to work
together. This particular speech stresses the importance and value of the individual.
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The Wooden Bowl
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IEM 07_The Wooden Bow
An old man went to live with his son, .;daughter-in-law, and four-year-old .grandson. The old man's hands shook, his eyes were weak, and he walked slowly.

The family ate together at the dinner table every night. But the old ;grandfather's shaking hands and weak .;sight made eating rather difficult. Peas srolled off his spoon onto
the floor. When he lifted his glass, milk would often fall on the tablecloth. The son and daughter-in-law became angry with him. “We must do something about my dad,” said the
son. “sI've had enough of his milk on the tablecloth, noisy eating, and food on the floor.” So, the husband and wife set a small table in the corner. There, the old man ate alone
while the rest of the family enjoyed dinner at the dinner table.

Since the old man had broken a dish or two, his food was served in a wooden bowl. Sometimes when the family .glanced in his direction, he had a tear in his eye as he ate
alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were ;sharp words when he dropped a fork or some food. The four-year-old watched everything in silence.

One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with some pieces of wood on the floor. With a sweet voice, he asked the child, “What are you doing down
there?” With an equally sweet voice, the boy responded, “Oh, | am making a little bowl for you and Mom to eat your food from when | grow up.” The four-year-old smiled and
swent back to work. The words so .struck the parents that they could not speak. Then tears started to ..;stream down their cheeks. Realizing how .,.cruel they had been, they
both held their son tight, then their father. That evening the husband took the old man's hand and gently led him back to the family table.

For the rest of his days he ate every meal with the family. And, neither husband nor wife cared any longer when a fork was dropped, or the tablecloth was .;soiled.

! The point of this story
1 This storypoints out that children sometimes have a very clear view of things. Like this couple, adults tend to .1sget caught up in the details of dailylife and forget to be gentle and kind. This sweet little boy helped his
parents see how cruel they were being to their father.
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Unconditional Love
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IEM 08_unconditional Love

When .lieutenant Sam Stevens was finally coming home after having fought in Vietnam, he called his parents from San Francisco.

“Mom and Dad, 'm coming home, but .;I've a favor to ask. | have a really good friend I'd like to bring home.”

“Sure,” they replied. “;We'd love to meet him.”

“There's something you should know,” Sam continued. “He was hurt pretty badly in the fighting. He stepped on a ..Jland mine and lost an arm and a leg. This guy really means a
lot to me, and he has nowhere else to go. | want him to come live with us.”

“I'm sorry to hear that, Sam. Maybe we can help him find somewhere to live.”

“No, Mom and Dad, I want him to live with us. I'd be nothing without him!” Sam said -:hysterically.

“Sam,” said the father, “l understand your feelings about this friend of yours. But, you don't know what you're asking. Someone with such problems would be ;an awful lot of
work for us. You know, there are organizations and things that look after guys like that. | think he'll be OK.”

At that point, Sam hung up the phone. The parents heard nothing more from him.

A few days later, however, they received a call from the San Francisco police. Sam had died after falling from a building, they were told. The police believed he had killed
himself. The parents were terribly sad and flew to San Francisco.

On arriving at the police station, they were taken to identify the body of their son. They recognized him, but to their horror they also discovered something they didn't know.
Sam had only one arm and one leg.

The point of this story

i The Vietnam War was a bitter affair in U.S. history and stories about this war are often read by Americans as powerful lessons from the past. This particular storylooks at :isresponsibility. Most of us tryto live our lives
with as few responsibilities as possible. But by trying to protect our comfortable lives we mayignore the problems of others. If someone is making :1:a cry for help it may not always be -;z0bvious. We must try to be

1 sensitive to the problems of others, especially those we love.
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A Parent's Love
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m 09_AParent's Love
.Not long before my father died, we were sitting on the sofa together and suddenly a ,pigeon sat by the window. My father asked, “What is that?” I replied, “It is a pigeon.”

After a few minutes, my father asked ;a second time, “What is that?” | said, “Dad, | told you just now. It's a pigeon.”

After a little while, he asked me again, “What is that?” | started to ..lose my patience and said in a loud voice, “It's a pigeon, a pigeon!”

I knew | was being cruel to my father, but | was getting tired of taking care of him. You see, my father had aniiliness that made him forget things. He forgot where he put things
and sometimes asked the same question again and again. Sometimes he couldn't even remember my name. Every day, | had to make sure he ate his meals and changed his
clothes and took a bath. Sometimes he couldn't remember to do those simple things.

After his funeral, | was .scleaning out my father's room and found an old diary. It seemed that he had been writing it since |was born. Reading through it, | found a page that

said,

“Today my little son, who is nowthree years old, vas sitting with me on the sofa, and a pigeon was sitting by the window. He must have asked me about 20 times what it
vas, and | replied to him every time that it was a pigeon. | sheld him close each time he asked me. It's difficult to explain but each time he asked me, it made me love him

even more.”
After reading his diary, | was so sorry for how I'd treated my father and | regretted not being kinder to him. But, it was too late ...

! The point of this story :
1 Parents love their children, even when they zbehave badly or do things that make the parents angry. This story points out that all people were once children and their parents took care of them no matter what theydid or
! said. ltis important to remember that love and be patient and caring. :
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Take Hold of Every Moment
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IEM 10_Take Hold of Every Moment
My husband and | were visiting a friend one day. He picked up a package wrapped in silk paper and said, “This isn't any ordinary package.” He opened the box and showed

us -a pair of silk pajamas. “My wife got these the first time we went to New York, eight or nine years ago. She never put them on. She was saving them for a special occasion.”
He placed the box next to the other clothing he was taking to the funeral home. You see, his wife had just died unexpectedly. He turned to us and said, “Never save something
for a special occasion. Every day in your life is a special occasion.”

His words changed my life. Now | relax more and worry less. | sit on the porch without worrying about anything. | spend more time with my family, and less at work. |
understand that life should be -;a series of experiences to be enjoyed if possible, and survived through if not. I no longer keep anything for later. | use my best dishes every day. |
wear new clothes to go to the supermarket, .if | feel like it. The words “maybe later” and “one day” have left my vocabulary. If something is .worth seeing, hearing or doing, I try to
see, hear or do it now.

| don't know what my friend's wife would have done if she had known she wouldn't be alive the next morning. She might have called old friends to .:make peace over past
squarrels. It's small things that | would .;regret not doing, if | knew my time had come. | would regret and feel sad, because | hadn't told my family, not enough times at least, how
much | loved them.

Now, I try not to ..delay anything that could make us laugh and bring joy into our lives. And, each morning, | say to myself that this day should be a special day. Each day, each
hour, each minute, is special.

! The point of this story
i Many people :sspend too much time worrying about the future :sinstead of living in the present. But, as this story points out, it is necessaryto stayin contact with family and friends and make time for the things that are
trulyimportant.
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Hospital Window
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IEM 11_Hospital Window
Two men, John and Frank, both seriously ill, shared a hospital room. John was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to improve his breathing. His bed was

next to the room's only window. Frank had to spend all his time flat on his back.

The men talked for hours ;on end. They spoke of their wives and families, their homes, their jobs, their military service, and places they had been on vacation.

Every afternoon when John could sit up, he would .;pass the time by describing to his roommate all the things he could see outside the window. Frank began to .iive for those
one-hour periods when his world would grow by hearing about all the activity and color of the world outside.

John described a park with a lovely lake. He said ducks and swans played on the water while children sailed their model boats. Young lovers walked arm in arm among
flowers of every color, and a fine view of the city could be seen in the distance. As John described all this in detail, Frank would close his eyes and imagine the beautiful scene.

Days and weeks passed.

One morning, a day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths only to discover that John had died quietly :in his sleep. John's body was taken away by the hospital staff. As
soon as he could, Frank asked if he could be moved next to the window. The nurse made the switch, and after making sure he was comfortable, she left him alone.

Carefully, he moved onto one elbow to take his first look at the world outside. He slowly turned to look out the window beside the bed. It .faced a blank wall.

Frank told the nurse how his roommate had described such wonderful things outside this window. The nurse said John was blind and could not even see the wall. She said,

“Perhaps he just wanted to ;encourage you.”

! The point of this story
1 Of course, ::a simple act of kindness is always a good thing. This storyalso stresses the importance of the imagination. The blind man used his memoryand imagination to create beautiful :spictures for his roommate.
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Wet Pants
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IEM 12 WetPants
A nine-year-old boy named David was sitting at his desk when suddenly it was wet between his feet, and the front of his pants was wet. He thought his heart would stop

because he could notimagine how this had happened. He knew that when the other boys found out, he would -;.never hear the end of it. When the girls found out, they would
never speak to him again.

David put his head down. He thought, “This is terrible! | need help now! What can | do?” When he looked up, he saw the teacher coming with a look in her eyes that said he
had been discovered.

As the teacher was walking toward him, a classmate named Maria was carrying a fish bowl filled with water. Maria tripped in front of the teacher and poured the bowl of
water into David's lap. David pretended to be a little angry, but all the while he was saying to himself, “Thank you, Maria! Thank you, Maria!”

Now -;all of a sudden, instead of becoming the class joke, David was the object of sympathy. The teacher rushed him downstairs and gave him gym shorts to wear while his
pants dried out. .Meanwhile, :the rest of his classmates got ;on their hands and knees cleaning up around his desk. The .;sympathy was wonderful.

At the end of the day, as they were waiting for the bus, David walked over to Maria and said quietly, “You did that .;on purpose, didn't you?”

Maria replied quietly, “I swet my pants once, too.”

The point of this story
i This storyshows that people can find friends in unexpected places. Itis easyto imagine that David became best friends with the kind and gentle Maria. And maybe, many years later, they can smile about the day the
fish helped Dawvid to :gsave face.
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IEM 13 57Cents

When you are in the city of ..Philadelphia, look up .;Temple Baptist Church, which can seat 3,300 people, and .;Temple University, where thousands of students are trained.

Have a look, too, at ..the Good Samaritan Hospital, and at a ;Sunday school building which houses hundreds of Sunday school students.

Near the end of the 19th century, a little girl stood crying near a small church from which she had sbeen turned away because it was too crowded. “I can't go to Sunday
school,” she cried to the ;minister as he walked by. Seeing her old clothes and dirty .appearance, the minister guessed the reason and, taking her by the hand, took her inside
and found a place for her in the Sunday school class. The child was so happy that she went to bed that night thinking of the children who could not go to church.

About two years later, the child lay dead in a poor building near the church. Her parents called for the ..kindhearted minister, who had been a friend to their daughter, to
handle the ...final arrangements.

As her poor little body was being moved, he found an old, red ..;purse among her things. Inside he found 57 cents and a note written by a child's hand which read, “This is to
help make the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday school.” For two years, she had saved her money to make this gift.

The minister cried as he read the note and knew right away what he would do. Carrying the note and the old, red purse into the church, he told the story of her love and loyalty.
He challenged his staff to ..;get busy raising money for a larger building that would have space to welcome anyone who wanted to come in.

Church members gave as much money as they could, while other ...checks came ..;from far and wide. A newspaper learned of the story and published it. It was read by a man
who offered them .;a parcel of land worth thousands of dollars. When told that the church could not pay much, he offered it for 57 cents.

! The point of this story
i This storyis based on a true event. There reallywas a little girl named Hattie May Wiatt who died in 1886, and she really did save 57 cents for a new Sunday school. The minister told her story and people were moved.
Theygave money and the church was built. This story proves the power of a small child's dream.
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Just a Few Drops
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IEM 14 _JustaFew Drops
Many years ago, we lived in a part of the country that had a ..dry season every year. One year, we had not seen rain in almost a month. The ..crops were dying. The cows had

stopped giving milk. The rivers and streams had all ..dried up. Seven local farmers would soon lose their farms before that dry season was :sthrough.

One day, | was in the kitchen making lunch when | saw my six-year-old son, Billy, walking toward the woods. He wasn't walking with the usual easy steps of a small child but
with a serious purpose. | could only see his back. He was walking with great effort and trying to be as quiet as possible.

Minutes after he disappeared into the woods, he came running back toward the house. | went back to making lunch thinking that ..whatever he had been doing was done. But
soon, he was again walking in that slow, careful way toward the woods. This went on for a while: walking carefully to the woods, running back to the house.

1 ;slipped out of the house and followed him. | was very .careful not to be seen. He shad both hands cupped in front of him as he walked and was being very careful not to
drop what he held in his tiny hands. Tree branches hit his little face but he did not try to avoid them. Then | saw several large deer standing in front of him. Billy walked right up to
them. A huge male was very close. But the deer did not threaten him; he didn't even move as Billy sat down. And | saw a tiny baby deer lying on the ground, clearly thirsty and
tired from the heat. It lifted its head to .,lap up the water cupped in Billy's hands. When the water was gone, Billy jumped up and ran back to the house, to a .,water faucet that
we thought we had turned off. Billy opened it and a small amount of water began to come out. He waited, letting the water slowly fill up his ‘cup.” And then | understood. He had
.zgotten in trouble the week before for playing with water. We had ..;lectured him about the importance of not wasting water.

After filling up his ‘cup,” he somehow turned off the faucet by using his elbow. When he stood up and began the journey back, | was there in front of him. His little eyes filled
with tears. “I'm not wasting,” was all he said. ljoined him with a pot of water from the kitchen. | let him ..;tend to the baby deer. | stood at the edge of the woods watching him
working so hard to save another life.

As the tears that rolled down my face began to hit the ground, they were suddenly joined by other drops ... and more drops ... and more. Some people will probably say that
this didn't mean anything, that ..:miracles don't really exist, that it ..was bound to rain sometime. And | can't argue with that — I'm not going to try. .;All | can say is that the rain
that came that day saved our farm ... just like the actions of one little boy saved another living .;creature.

! The point of this story
i Although these people were facing a particularly difficult ime in their lives, the little boy showed how pure his heart was by caring for a ..shelpless creature.
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*16beboundto (do) : .75 2 LI A5 T4 ~ .. T BERICH D

*7alllcansayis ..: fACEZ 5 Z &2
*18 creature : 4: x4 - &)
*19 helpless : # /1%



A Glass of Milk

B eErETHELWPER  MEL WO FAeEATHSWRELE L 252505 - [&EES...... °

IEM 15_Adiass of Milk
A young boy from a poor .;.neighborhood was selling .candy .:door-to-door to ..get through school. One day, with only one dollar .sto his name, he was so hungry that when he

got to the next house, he wanted to ask for a meal. When a woman of middle age opened the door, he lost his nerve and asked for a glass of water instead. The woman, not
swell-off herself, thought he looked hungry so she brought him a large glass of milk.

“This is all I have,” he said as he slowly finished the milk and took the dollar out of his pocket. The woman replied, “;You don't owe me anything. My mother taught me never to
accept money for kindness. Be strong, young man. You'll be great in the future.” The boy left the woman's house feeling not only stronger in his body but also encouraged by her
kindness.

After that day, the woman sometimes thought about the boy and her simpressions from that day. It was a happy memory for her as she never had any children of her own.

Intime, she got older and finally fell ill. The doctors did not know what was wrong so they sent her to a hospital in the city.

The woman needed a difficult operation. When she woke up, she was very happy to be alive but she knew she faced another challenge. Without ..;health insurance or any
family, she knew she would be paying off her .;medical bills for the rest of her life.

The next day, a doctor knocked on her door. In his hand was a medical bill. He smiled when he gave it to her. “Openit, please.” She was nervous as she opened the
envelope. The bill inside said, “.;Paid in full with one glass of milk.” Then she recognized the boy.

! The point of this story
i There is an .;;0ld saying in English: “.;sOne good tum deserves another.” It means that you should do something good for someone who has done good for you. The woman helped the man when he was in trouble,
! and years later he helped her .sin return. Many people believe there is balance in nature and the world, and this kind of story supports that belief.
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Awful Passenger
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m 16_Awful Passenger
On a flight from Dallas to New York, a white woman of middle age ..found herself sitting next to a black man. She called a stewardess over to complain about her seat.

“,What seems to be the problem?” asked the stewardess.

“sCan't you see?” she said, “You've sat me next to a black man. | .can't possibly sit next to him. Find me another seat!”

“Please calm down,” the stewardess replied. “This flight is very full, but I'l tell you what I'l do. Il go and see if we have any seats available in business class or first class.”

The woman gave a mean look at the surprised black man beside her. Many of the surrounding passengers were also surprised. A few minutes later the stewardess returned
with good news, which she delivered to the woman, who -scould not help but look at the people around her with a ;self-satisfied smile.

“I'm sorry, but as | suspected, economy is full. | spoke to the :services director, and business class is also full. However, we do have one seat in first class.” Before the woman
had a chance to answer, the stewardess continued, “It is most unusual to make this kind of change, but I have special spermission from the .,captain. He agreed that it is not fair
for someone to be forced to sit next to such an awful person.” The stewardess then turned to the black man and said, “So if you'd like to ...collect your things, sir, | have your seat
ready for you.”

At that point, the surrounding passengers stood up and cheered while the man walked to the front of the plane.

! The point of this story
i wzThere is no excuse for the way this awful woman behaved. But this is a wonderful story because the stewardess found a clever way to solve a serious problem.
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At a Special Olympics
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IEM 17_Ata Special Olympics
A few years ago at a ..Special Olympics, nine runners, all with ;mental challenges, got together at the starting line for the .;100-yard-race. All the runners had trained long and

hard to take part in this ..competition. They were all very excited and looking forward to the race.

At the gun, they all sset off with the hope that they could run the race to the finish and win. All, that is, .;except one runner who fell on the course, rolled over a couple of times
and didn't get up right away.

Some of the others noticed. They slowed down. Two of them turned around and went back. One girl with :Down's syndrome bent down and kissed him and said, “This will
make it better.” Everyone in the stadium stood, and the cheering went on for several minutes. The runners linked arms and walked across the finish line together.

“Let me win. But if | cannot win, :let me be brave in the attempt,” is the Special Olympics sportsmen and sportswomen's .;promise. People say that winning isn't everything.
They say that taking part in an event is more important than winning. Of course, the runners who went back wanted to win the race, but to help their fellow runner took far greater

courage and strength.

! The point of this story
i This storyshows that some things are more important than winning. It also shows that competition is not only about finding winners and losers, itis about spirit.
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A Silent Love
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IEM 18_AsilentLove
From the very beginning, Gina's family .;objected very much to her dating Todd. They said it had to do with family background and that Gina would suffer for the rest of her life

if she were with him.

After a couple of years, Todd graduated from college and decided to study abroad. Before leaving, he proposed to Gina, saying, “I'm not very .good with words. But all | know
is that I love you. If you allow me, | will take care of you for the rest of my life. .As for your family, I'll try my best to make them like me. Will you marry me?” Gina agreed. Then
Todd slipped a ring onto her finger. Finally, because of Todd's strong spirit, the family gave in.

Gina got a job while Todd was studying abroad. One day, when Gina was -.on her way to work, she was hit by a car. When she woke up, she saw her parents beside her bed.
Seeing her mother crying, she wanted to comfort her. But she soon realized that she couldn't make a sound. The doctor said that the impact on her brain had caused her to lose
her voice. Seeing how sad her parents were and not being able to speak, she cried.

When she .swas released from the hospital, everything seemed to be the same, s.except for the ringing of the phone, which broke her heart every time because she could not
speak to Todd.

Of course, Gina still loved Todd from the bottom of her heart but, not wanting to ;make trouble for him, she wrote him a letter saying that she was tired of waiting for him and
had found a new boyfriend. Then she returned his ring. Todd sent :hundreds of replies, and tried many times to call her, but all Gina could do was cry.

Gina's parents decided to move, hoping that in time she would forget everything and be happy. Gina learned .;sign language and started a new life. She told herself every day
that she must forget Todd.

One day, a friend told her that Todd was back. Gina asked her friend not to tell him what had happened to her.

A year passed and her friend came with an envelope, containing an invitation to Todd's wedding. When she looked at the invitation, she saw her own name on it. Then she
saw Todd standing in front of her. He used sign language to tell her, “I've spent a year learning sign language, just to let you know that | haven't forgotten your promise. Let me
have the chance to be your voice. | love you.” ..;With that, he slipped the ring back onto her finger.

Gina finally smiled.

! The point of this story
i “Love iconquers all.” Many people believe that true love can make anything happen and that if a person truly loves someone, they will do anything they can to make them happy.
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At the Fence
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IEM 19_Atthe Fence
It all started when | was six years old. One day while | was playing outside by a fence near my house, | met a boy named Jonah. After that, we would meet at the fence all the

time. I talked about school and told him all my secrets. He was very quiet and only listened to me, but | found him easy to talk to. In school, we had separate friends but when we
got home we were always together.

All through high school, | always .ithought of Jonah as a friend. But | knew ..deep inside that | really felt differently. The night we graduated, .even though we had different dates,
Iwanted to be with him. That night, I went to his house to tell him how I felt but all | did was sit with him watching the stars. Ilooked into his eyes and listened to him talk about his
dreams, how he wanted to get married and .;settle down.

After college, Jonah got a job far away. | was happy for him but at the same time | was sad to see him go. | was also sad because | hadn't told him what was inside my heart.

Later, 1 got a job and then worked my way up to become financial manager. | was proud of what | had done. Then one day | got an invitation to a wedding. It was from Jonah.

The wedding was a big occasion. | met his new wife and, of course, | talked to him, too. I fell in love with him -;all over again. | tried to have fun that night but .:it was killing me
inside watching him being so happy.

We often wrote to each other, but at one point his letters stopped coming. Finally, I received a note that said, “Meet me at the fence.” | was happy to see him at last but he
was sad because his marriage had ended. .sThat was why he hadn't written me.

We went back to my house and talked and laughed. But all this time, | couldn't tell him how I felt. In the days that followed, we had fun and he forgot about his problems. When
it came time for him to head back home, | saw him off and cried. Then I didn't hear from him for a long time.

One day, a few months later, | got a call from a lawyer who said that Jonah had died in a car accident. My heart broke. | scried bitter tears all that night.

The day of his funeral came and | attended the ..,ceremony. Although he was still young, Jonah had ..;by chance written a .;will. When the will was read after his funeral, | was
surprised to discover that he had left me one thing: his diary. I didn't know what to think. | took it and flew back home.

On the plane, | started reading the diary. It started with the day we first met. I read on until | started to cry. The diary said that he had fallen in love with me when we first met.
But he was too afraid to tell me what he felt. It said he wanted to tell me many times, but he was afraid. It said he was always unhappy until he .;;had no choice but to leave his
wife. It said the best time in his life was reading my letters. Finally, the diary ended when it said, “Today | will tell her I love her.”

That was the day he was killed, the day | was going to finally find out what was really in his heart ...

! The point of this story .
1 This storypoints out the importance of communication in human relationships. If these two people had spoken of their true feelings, they could have had many happy years together. Instead, they both stayed silentand
! their storyended in a very sad way. H
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IEM 20_salty Coffee
Jack met Debbie at a party. She was wonderful. Jack was only one of many men who were chasing after her, and he was so ordinary that nobody .;paid any attention to him.

At the end of the party, Jack invited Debbie to have coffee with him. She was surprised but, being polite, she agreed. They sat in a nice coffee shop. He was .;too nervous to
say anything. She was not comfortable, and she thought to herself, “Please, let me go home.”

As they sat silently with their coffee, Jack suddenly asked the waiter, “Would you please give me some salt?” Everybody looked at him. Who puts salt in their coffee? So
strange! His face turned red but still, he put the salt in his coffee and drank it. Debbie asked him, “Why did you do that?” Jack replied, “When I was a little boy, | lived near the
sea. | liked the taste of the sea, just like the taste of salty coffee. Now every time | have salty coffee, | always think of my childhood and my hometown. I miss my hometown so
much. I miss my parents who are still living there.” Debbie was ;deeply touched. They were his true feelings, from the bottom of his heart. She thought a man who could talk
about his feelings must be a man who loves home, cares about home, and understands the responsibility of home. Then she also started to speak about her hometown far
away, her childhood and her family.

It was a really nice talk, and also a beautiful beginning to their story. They continued to date. Debbie found that Jack was actually a man who .;met all her demands. He had a
kind heart and was warm and careful. He was such a good person and she had nearly missed him!

s Thanks to his salty coffee, their story was just like a beautiful love story. The princess married the prince, and then they lived a happy life together. And, every time she made
coffee for him, she put some salt in it, as she knew that was the way he liked it.

After 40 years, Jack passed away. He left Debbie a letter which said,

My dearest, please forgive me. Forgive the lie I've told my whole life. This was the only time | lied to you — the salty coffee.

Remember the first time we dated? | was so nervous that although | actually wanted some sugar, | said salt. It was hard for me to change what I'd said, so | just vent
ahead.

I never thought that would be the start of our communication! | tried to tell you the truth many times in my life, but | vas too afraid to do that, as | had promised never to

lie to you.

NowlI'm dying. | am afraid of nothing, so | can tell you the truth. | don't like salty coffee. What a strange, bad taste! But | have had salty coffee my whole life! Since | met
you, I never feel sorry for what | did to stay with you. Having you with me is my biggest happiness. If | could live a second time, | would still want to knowyou and have you
for my whole life, even if | had to drink salty coffee again.

Debbie's tears made the letter totally wet.
One day, someone asked her, “What does salty coffee taste like?” She replied, “It's sweet.”

! The point of this story
1 Although Jack continued drinking salty coffee because he did not want to :spoil their beautiful love story, he knew that telling Debbie the truth was the correct thing to do. This final :;honesty made their storyeven
! sweeterin the end.
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